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Hon Scott Morrison

Prime Minister

PO Box 6022

House of Representatives

Parliament House

CANBERRA ACT  2600

Dear Prime Minister
SEASONAL WORKER PROGRAM, BACKPACKERS AND PROPOSED SPECIAL AGRICULTURAL VISAS

The members of Soroptimist International [CLUB NAME] welcome the Government’s commitment to increase the number of workers coming from the Pacific to work on the Seasonal Worker Program.

We see addressing the labour shortage in agricultural areas by employing workers under this Program as a very important step. Not only does this Program bring workers to Australia who learn the skills farmers need and come back year after year and use those skills, but it also makes a real difference to the lives of the people in the Pacific.

The Seasonal Worker Program also affords workers safeguards against exploitation that backpackers and other overseas workers cannot access. (The expansion of the Seasonal Worker Program should not be at the expense of the safeguards at present in place to protect workers).

If the proposed introduction of a special agricultural visa becomes policy, workers on this special visa will not have the same level of safeguards as those provided by the Seasonal Worker Program. They will be exploited by labour hire companies and farmers just as other unprotected groups of overseas workers are exploited now.

Further incentives for backpackers to work on farms will also lead to more exploitation, especially now that the Government has reversed its decision to publish a public register of Working Holiday Maker employers.

It is important that the shortfall of 100,000 workers in the agricultural sector is addressed, but those who come to work in Australia, no matter what visa they are given, should be safe and paid properly.

Yours faithfully
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